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Description

Vehicle Laws and Accident Investigation

Studies Maryland and Federal vehicle laws, types of vehicle offenses, safety principles, citation and arrest
procedures, and accident investigation procedures; details procedures and coding for the Maryland Automated
Accident Reporting System.

Overall Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course the student will be able to:
¢ identify the basis for motor vehicle law
e utilize the Maryland Vehicle Law to identify specific requirements and violations
e describe how vehicle laws are enforce
o recall the process for adjudicating violations in the State of Maryland
e analyze laws and procedures related to impaired driving enforcement
e list basic procedures for investigating a motor vehicle collision
¢ relate vehicle law, enforcement and accident investigation to the development of highway safety
programs

Major Topics

L Introduction

A. History

B. Need for traffic regulation
II. Vehicle law

A. Structure of Maryland Vehicle Law
Review of important titles
Impaired driving regulations
Traffic enforcement procedures
. Adjudication
I1I. Traffic accident investigation
Classification of traffic accidents
Causes of traffic accidents
Steps of traffic accident management
Preservation of evidence
Interview of witnesses and drivers
Accident reporting
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II1. Traffic safety programs
A. Elements of safety programs



B. Use of data

Course Requirements

Grading/exams: Grading procedures will be determined by the individual faculty member but will
include the following:

Written assignments

Tests/Quizzes

Attendance and participation

Writing: The individual faculty member will determine specific writing assignments.

Other Course Information

This course is a Criminal Justice elective. It is taught in the classroom using a variety of instructional
techniques which are intended to meet the varied learning styles of our diverse student population.
These strategies rely on positive interdependence in a cooperative learning environment. Individual
accountability is a key outcome of these strategies. They include:

¢ Guided teaching and lecture

e Large group discussion

e Small group interaction and activities

e C(Case studies

e Read/watch and discuss

Credit by examination is available.



