
 

   

      
Information 
Literacy is a set of 
abilities requiring 
individuals to 
“recognize when 
information is 
needed, the ability 
to locate, evaluate, 
and use effectively 
the needed 
information.”  
 
American Library 
Association 
Information Literacy 
Competency Standards for 
Higher Education 
http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlsta
ndards/informationliteracy 
competency.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTACT: 
 
CCBC Catonsville 
Gretchen Wright   
410-455-6971 
 
CCBC Dundalk 
Sharon Casey   
410-285-9644 
 
CCBC Essex 
Cassidy Chesnut 
410-780-6806 
 

 
Information L iteracy &  Class Assignments 

 

 
Try these ideas when constructing assignments: 
 

1. Consult with a campus librarian at the 
beginning of the process. 

2. Consider a new assignment, for example: 
·  Create an annotated bibliography 
·  Read and research a newspaper 

editorial topic 
·  Compare a scholarly and a 

popular periodical article 
·  Write a resume of student 

information seeking skills 
·  Create a web page for the class 
·  Evaluate a web site based on 

specific criteria 
·  Research and compare results of 

a search in a periodical database 
and an Internet search engine 

·  Write a grant proposal, research 
the issue and possible solutions * 
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     Today, students are faced with a myriad of 
information choices/sources. How you help them sort 
out these sources/choices/selections is ever more 
important.  
 
     One way to do this is to increase the quality of their 
information seeking skills by creating new and different 
assignments. A well-developed research assignment 
allows for the advancement of course content and helps 
to develop critical thinking, reading and writing skills. 
The foundation for information literacy skills forms 
when students focus on the process of doing research. 
These skills then transfer to other academic courses as 
well as to their professional and personal lives. 
 
     As always, cooperation between faculty members 
and librarians is crucial for student success. Together 
we can develop assignments that utilize library 
resources; advance student subject knowledge; enhance 
searching and evaluation expertise; and limit frustration 
over either too much or too little information. 
 

3. Use the “Library Assignment 
Checklist”  to test your 
assignment. 

4. Send a copy of your completed 
assignment to your campus 
library. 

5. Schedule a library instruction 
session with your campus library. 

6. To reduce procrastination and 
plagiarism remind students that 
research takes time and then 
break the assignment into small 
steps with due dates throughout 
the semester. 

 
 
 

*See handout “  Ideas for Library Research 
Assignments”  for additional ideas 
 

Exper ience the Difference! 
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Ebsco 
Academic Search Premier  
 
Find journal research articles in 
nearly every area of academic study 
including social sciences, 
humanities, education, ethnic 
studies and science. General interest 
magazines such as Sports Illustrated 
and Newsweek are also available. 

 
 

We recommend….online subscription research databases! 

 
CCBC Catonsville Library 
800 S. Rolling RD 
Baltimore, MD  21228 
Reference desk    410-455-4287 
Circulation desk  410-455-4219 

www.ccbcmd.edu/libraries/cat/index.html

 

 

ProQuest  
Research L ibrary  
 
Find articles in journals, 
magazines and newspapers on a 
broad range of academic subjects. 
General interest magazines such 
as Ebony and Reader’s Digest are 
also available. 
 
 
 
 

Thomson-Gale  
Vir tual Reference L ibrary 
 
 This database contains thousands of 
full-text articles exploring social, 
scientific, health, historic, business, 
economic, political and global 
issues. Articles and graphics are 
selected from domestic and 
international publications. 
 
 

 

CCBC Dundalk Library 
7200 Sollers Point RD 
Baltimore, MD  21222 
Reference desk    410-285-9645 
Circulation desk   410-285-9640 
www.ccbcmd.edu/libraries/dundalk/index.html  

 

 

 

CCBC Essex Library 
7201 Rossville Blvd. 
Baltimore, MD  21237 
Reference desk    410-780-6425 
Circulation desk   410-780-6426 
www.ccbcmd.edu/libraries/essex/index.html 

 


