
      Opposing Viewpoints  

 
Opposing viewpoints provides information on contemporary social issues. This database includes viewpoint 
essays, overviews, statistics, images, periodicals and links to websites on each topic. You may do a keyword 
search or click on one of the listed topics.  
 
GETTING STARTED 
 
Go to the CCBC Library website http://www.ccbcmd.edu/libraries/index.html �  Choose a campus library 
homepage (Catonsville, Dundalk, Essex) � Choose Magazines, Journals, Newspapers and then Research 
Topics or Contemporary Issues �  Choose the underlined text link Opposing Viewpoints.  

 
To connect to databases from off campus you must set up a password. See the handout “Getting Access” or 
use this link for directions http://library.ccbcmd.edu/screens/wam-new2.html. 
 
SEARCHING 
 
These are the ways to search for material using Opposing Viewpoints. 
 
For a Basic Search enter the 
term in the Search box. You 
may limit the results by content 
level or content type.   

Advanced Search allows you 
to search by many features, for 
example: type and publication 
title. 

Choose a topic from the Issues 
list.   

 

 
 
 
For best results create a statement that combines separate terms or concepts using the connecting words 
AND, OR, and NOT which are known as Boolean operators.  
AND OR NOT 
Narrows a search by requiring that 
all terms be present. Both words 
must be present in the results. 
(Medicare and elderly) 

Expands a search by allowing 
either term to be present. At least 
one of the words will be present in 
the results. (doctors or physicians) 

Allows you to search for 
one term, but eliminates all 
citations with another term. 
(fruit not apples) 

 
Search by: 
Subject Headings Keywords Phrase Truncation  symbol (*) 
to find information 
about the subject 

to find information with 
the specific words in the 
document 

put phrase in quotations to 
search for an exact match 
(“Social Security”) 

will find alternate endings 
(work* will retrieve results work, 
works, workforce, workers) 

 



RESULTS 
 
 
-Results are grouped by type of document. You may view the documents by choosing one of the labeled tabs. 
 If there are no results for a specific type of document the tab will be “grayed out”. 
 

-Viewpoint Essay results will  
always be displayed first. 
 
-For more detailed 
information  
on using Opposing 
Viewpoints  
or for help with research and 
 writing 
use 
 
-View individual documents 
by choosing the blue 
underlined title. 
(see sample below) 
 
 

 
 
 
INDIVIDUAL DOCUMENTS 
 
You may Print, E-mail 
or download articles 
by using the icons on 
the top left of  
the database screen. 
 
 
To format article for 
printing 
 use gray browser bar 
 File �  Print 
 
 
-To return to the list of 
results choose  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
EXITING 
 
On the gray tool bar choose File �  choose Close 
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