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Program Overview 
 
CCBC flight training courses offer a means for students to finance their flight training through 
student loans, employer tuition assistance programs, and Veterans Administration (VA) benefits.   
 
Because the CCBC Aviation Program is a regional program encompassing five states, CCBC 
contracts with local flight training centers to provide the flight training.   This allows the 
program to be convenient, flexible, and competitive.   Students may select a flight school based 
on their personal preferences such as location, reputation, instructor, or types of aircraft used in 
flight training. 
 
In order to enroll in CCBC flight training courses, students must have completed or be enrolled 
in the associated ground school training at CCBC. 
 
 
How exactly does it work? 
 
Depending on the certificate or rating sought, the flight training courses charge a lab fee           
(in addition to the cost of the 3 credits) that is to be used exclusively for flight training 
purposes.  Student loans, employee education programs, and VA benefits may be used to help 
pay for these lab fees.   Lab fee monies are put on account at CCBC and the college disburses 
money directly to the flight training center in $ 1000 - $ 2,000 increments as the student’s flight 
training progresses. 
 
For example, the Private Pilot Airplane Certification Course charges a lab fee of $ 9,000.  When 
the student selects a flight school and starts training, the flight school will send an invoice to 
the CCBC Aviation Program Coordinator for $ 2,000.  The money will normally be disbursed via 
check to the flight school within two weeks.  The reason CCBC puts money on account at the 
flight school is to take advantage of “block rates” offered at most flight schools.  A block rate 
means that if a student pays a certain amount (usually $1,000) in advance, the hourly rate for 
aircraft rental is reduced by a factor of 10% or more.   
 
The money on account at the flight school pays for the student’s lessons until the block of 
money on deposit at the flight school is exhausted.  When the student’s account at the flight 
school is getting close to a zero balance, the flight school will invoice CCBC for additional money 
so that the student may continue to fly.   
 
If satisfactory progress is being made at the flight school, CCBC will disburse another increment 
payment to the flight school.   CCBC will continue to send money to the flight school in this 
manner until the lab fee money on account at CCBC has been paid out.   
 
Specially tailored flight training courses may be set up to accommodate students who are 
qualifying in helicopters, jet-powered aircraft or just have to do some finish-up work. 
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What if I finish my flight training before my lab fee money has run out?  
 
The money on account with CCBC is yours and you may apply it towards additional flight 
training or request a refund. 
 
 
Do I have to finish my flight training within one semester? 
 
No.  Very few students finish a certificate or rating within a 15 week semester.  CCBC 
recognizes that it may take six months or more to complete flight training.  Therefore there are 
no limits on how long you may take to complete your training.  Your lab fee money will remain 
in your account and will always be available to you. 
 
How are grades determined for flight training courses? 
 
A grade will be given at the end of the semester.   Grades are based on the student making 
satisfactory progress toward the certificate or rating sought.  Students do not have to finish the 
flight training within the semester. 
 
What if I want to switch flight schools during my training? 
 
Students may switch flight schools at anytime but this should be avoided since the student’s 
new flight school will have to do an assessment of what the student has previously learned.  
This will ultimately result in the flight training taking more time and costing more money.   
Therefore, students should carefully select their flight school before starting.  
 
Who manages the Student Flight Accounts at CCBC? 
 
The Aviation Program Coordinator tracks student progress, oversees lab fee accounts and 
submits check requests for payment to flight schools.    
 
All questions concerning flight accounts, disbursements, refunds, or balances should 
be directed to the Aviation Program Coordinator @ 410-455-4157.  
 
Does enrolling in a CCBC flight training course and paying the associated lab fee 
guarantee that I will earn the license or rating sought? 
 
No – Flight training is dependent on numerous factors such as student ability, instructor ability, 
frequency of lessons, weather, aircraft availability, aircraft maintenance and a host of other 
elements.    
 
The flight training lab fees are based on the average costs for completing the training and 
92% of our students complete their license with the amount prescribed.  What CCBC does 
guarantee is that the total lab fee will be yours to use to finance your flight training lessons.    
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How many flight hours do the flight training courses guarantee? 
 
It is impossible to guarantee a certain number of hours for flight training courses because flight 
schools use many different types of aircraft and charge different hourly rates for these aircraft. 
 
You will be able to use the full amount of the lab fee to finance your flight training.  To get a 
general idea of how many hours you will earn, first determine the dual rate per lesson by taking 
the hourly rental rate of the airplane and add double the instructor’s rate per hour (since a 
lesson typically involves a half hour of preflight and postflight time).  Divide your lab fee costs 
by the dual rate per lesson.     
 
 
What should students do to keep track of their lab fee money on account? 
 
Very Important!  From time to time, student accounts at flight schools are incorrectly billed, 
overcharged, or double-charged.   
 
It is the student’s responsibility to keep track of how their money on deposit at the flight school 
is being billed.    
 
1. After each lesson, obtain an invoice from the flight school to see how much was billed to 

your account.  Carefully check the invoice for accuracy: 
a. Actual aircraft rental time billed at the correct rate; 
b. Actual instructor flight time billed at the correct rate; 
c. Actual instructor pre-flight & post-flight time billed at the correct rate; 
d. Actual instructor ground time billed at the correct rate.  

 
2. Keep a running total of how much money you should have on in your account at the flight 

school. 
 
3. Once a month check your running total against the flight school account balance. 
 
4. Make every attempt to correct account discrepancies or problems through your instructor or 

flight school management.   If you are unable to correct a problem alert the Flight Training 
Coordinator as soon as possible. 

 
 
Getting started 
 

1. Register for the appropriate flight training course. 
   
2. Identify the flight school that you wish to work with.  

 
3. The Flight Training Coordinator will meet with you to finalize details and meet with your 

instructor. 
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A Synopsis of Flight Schools, Instructors, and Flight Training 
 
Flight Training is always an exciting adventure, but there are numerous factors that can make 
this process very frustrating and aggravating.   Students should be aware of some of the 
common problems that frequently occur and can cause their flight training to take longer and 
cost more than expected. 
 

1. Inclement weather (thunderstorms, clouds, wind, rain, & fog) can cancel flight lessons.  
Students should schedule to fly several times per week to beat the effect of Mother 
Nature. 

 
2. Aircraft maintenance problems make airplanes unflyable and sometimes the repairs can 

take months to complete. 
a. When selecting a flight school, one of your criteria should be “a good inventory 

of well maintained, similar type aircraft.”  Most flight schools have a fleet of 
Cessna 172 type aircraft.  

b. Avoid training in the “only one of its kind” airplane at a flight school.  Instead, 
insist on flying the type of aircraft that are available in sufficient numbers so that 
your flight training won’t come to a screeching halt if the “one and only” type of 
airplane goes down for maintenance.  

 
3. The Certificated Flight Instructor (CFI) is the most important element of your flight 

training experience. 
a. Most CFIs are driven by their motivation to “build hours” towards meeting the 

qualifications for an airline or other commercial flying job.  However, some are 
professional instructors who make a career of flight instructing. 

b. Ensure that your schedule and that of your CFI are compatible so that he/she 
will be available to fly with you.  This is something you should establish before 
you even begin flight training with your CFI. 

c. Most instructors offer excellent instruction, but some do not. Sometimes you and 
your CFI simply have a personality conflict.  If you feel that you are not receiving 
professional, courteous and quality service from your CFI, you may have to 
change CFIs.  First talk to the CFI about what is bothering you.  If this does not 
resolve the problem, contact the Flight Training Coordinator.   

d. Your CFI may leave in the middle of your training to take a job at an airline.  
This is the CFI progression and is normal.   The best way to combat this situation 
is to fly as frequently as possible and finish your training in minimum time.   

e. CFIs only get paid when they fly or conduct ground instruction with you.  The 
flight school takes most of what they bill you for instruction and the CFI gets the 
rest.  Be considerate of your CFI’s time!  If you “no show” an instructor or cancel 
at the last minute, you are effectively taking money out of his/her pocket.  This 
can lead to a very poor student – CFI relationship. 
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Student Responsibilities & Guidelines  
 
CCBC Students attending flight training at local flight training centers indirectly represent CCBC 
and the Aviation Program.  Therefore, students are expected to project the best image possible 
in the manner in which they conduct themselves.   
 

1. Students must closely monitor their flight school accounts for billing accuracy 
 

2. If your flight training is delayed by more than 3 weeks for any reason, notify the 
Aviation Program Coordinator. 

 
3. Report any problems promptly to the Aviation Program Coordinator    

 
The following discrepancies in student behavior or conduct may result in expulsion from CCBC 
flight training courses and/or the receipt of a failing grade for the flight training course: 
 

1. Lack of preparation for flight training lessons as prescribed by the assigned flight 
instructor.  Students are expected to arrive for their flight training lessons having done 
their assigned reading or work.   

 
2. Lack of consistent flight lesson attendance.  Flying is a perishable skill; your success 

depends on regular flight lesson attendance (1-3 times per week); 
 
3. Failure to appear for scheduled lessons (“no shows”), arriving habitually late for lessons 

or an excessive number of “last minute” (within 24 hours) lesson cancellations;  
  
4. Failure to adhere to the rules prescribed by the flight training center and airport; 

 
5. Deliberate or intentional violation of FAA regulations; 
 
6. Careless or reckless operation of an aircraft; 

 
7. Unsatisfactory progress; 
 
8. Any mental or physical condition (such as substance abuse) that in the opinion of the 

Aviation Program Coordinator compromises the ability of the student to safely operate 
an aircraft. 

 
Students being expelled from flight training courses will receive a full refund on unused flight 
training lab fee money on account with CCBC and the flight school.  
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Liability and Lab Fee Funds Release Form 
 
I have been given a copy of the CCBC Student Flight Training Handbook.   
 
I understand the terms and conditions outlined in the CCBC Student Flight Training Handbook and 
agree to abide by them.   
 
Additionally: 
 
1.  I understand that flight training carries a moderate level of risk, can be dangerous, and may cause 
bodily injury or even death.  
 
2.  I understand that CCBC is simply acting on my behalf to provide a conduit to finance flight training 
at the flight training center of my choosing.  CCBC will not be liable for any damages resulting from the 
actions of my chosen flight school; 
 
3.  CCBC will not be held responsible for any damages to equipment, vehicles or property resulting 
from this flight training activity; 
 
4.  CCBC will not be held responsible for any physical injuries to self or others resulting from this flight 
training activity;   
 
5.  I authorize CCBC to release the funds in my account to the following flight training center: 
 
____________________________________________________ ____________________________ 
 

 
 
 
___________________________________________________________      ____________ 
    Student           Date 

 
 
 

___________________________________________________________  ____________ 
    Witness            Date 

 
 


